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case of any unusual levies, as of duties and customs,
he referred the matter to the Crown for its consent.
But, as Englishmen, the people preferred to levy
their own taxes and considered any other method
of imposition as contrary to their just rights.
Andros consequently had a great deal of trouble in
raising money. Even in the council, tax laws were
passed with difficulty, and the people of Essex
County, notably in town meetings at Topsfield and
Ipswich, protested vigorously against the levying
of a rate without the consent of an assembly. John
Wise, the Ipswich minister, and others were ar-
rested and thrown into jail, and on trial Wise, ac-
cording to his own report of the matter, was told
by Dudley, the chief-justice, "You have no more
privileges left you than to be sold as slaves/*
Wise was fined and suspended from the ministry,
and it is possible that his recollection of events
was affected by the punishment imposed.

In the matter of property, land titles, quit-
rents, and fees, the colonists had warrant for their
criticism and their displeasure. Many of those
whom Andros associated with himself were New
Yorkers who had served with considerable suc-
cess in their former positions, but who had all
the characteristics of typical royal officials.. To